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Why extending the benefits of immunization to the entire 
life-span?

1. https://ourworldindata.org/age-structure; 2. World Population Prospects 2022: https://population.un.org/wpp/

• In 2025, there are more people ≥65 than children younger than 51

• By 2030, almost 1 billion people will be over 65 years of age2

Immunization Agenda 
2030 vision

A world where everyone, 
everywhere, at every age fully 

benefits from vaccines for good 
health and well-being 

World ageing population 

https://ourworldindata.org/age-structure
https://population.un.org/wpp/
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Benefits of receiving all recommended vaccine doses 
along the life course

https://www.immunizationagenda2030.org/strategic-priorities/life-course-integration
https://www.ohe.org/publications/the-socio-economic-value-of-adult-immunisation-programmes/
https://www.ifpma.org/publications/implementing-a-life-course-approach-to-immunization/ 

• Touch-points for catch-up to increase population 
protection

• Fight against antimicrobial resistance (AMR)
• A cost-effective / cost-saving intervention

Individual

Wider society: 
promote 

economic 
prosperity 

Health system 
sustainability

• Reducing the burden on healthcare and costs saved

• Providing infrastructure to deliver other primary health 
care services

• Extending life expectancy by preventing deaths
• Improving life quality by preventing disabilities
• Allowing the elderly to be active and productive longer

https://www.immunizationagenda2030.org/strategic-priorities/life-course-integration
https://www.ohe.org/publications/the-socio-economic-value-of-adult-immunisation-programmes/
https://www.ifpma.org/publications/implementing-a-life-course-approach-to-immunization/


4

Global status: disparities in adult immunization 
policies

Source: 1. Vilajeliu, A.; Vega, V.;et al. Global Status of Adult Immunization Post COVID-19 Pandemic. Vaccines 2025, 13, 401. https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines13040401
Notes: Data derived from official country reporting WHO/UNICEF Joint Reporting Form. Data represents 2024 reporting (191 MS reported  through eJRF 2023 data). For countries that did not report 2023 data (n=3), 
the most recent year of reporting was included. 

In 2024 (2023 data), for 
vaccines targeting older 
adults:

• >90% of countries across all 
income groups reported 
COVID-19 vaccine

• 59% seasonal influenza 
vaccine (89% of HICs vs 8% 
of LICs)

• 17% pneumococcal vaccine 
(40% HICs vs 0% LICs)

• 7% herpes zoster vaccine 
(all HICs)

A) COVID-19 vaccine B) Seasonal influenza vaccine

C) Pneumococcal vaccine D) Herpes zoster vaccine

https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines13040401


The adult vaccine portfolio is likely to expand in the short and 
medium term

Recently Licensed

• Chikungunya
• Dengue
• Malaria
• Respiratory Syncytial 

Virus (RSV)

Phase III

 

Phase II

Note: In bold those vaccines targeting adolescent/adult population. Not exhaustive list as of June 2025. Source: WHO Bacterial vaccines in clinical and preclinical development 2021.; Pipeline of bacterial 
vaccines for priority drug-resistant pathogens (who.int)

Phase 1

+ Epidemic and 
pandemic pathogens

+ Epidemic and 
pandemic pathogens

+ Epidemic and 
pandemic pathogens

• Cytomegalovirus
• Improved seasonal 

influenza
• Leishmania species
• Neisseria 

gonorrhoeae
• Schistosomiasis 
• Tuberculosis

• Enterotoxigenic E. coli 
(ETEC)

• Group B 
Streptococcus

• Paratyphoid fever
• Human 

metapneumovirus 
(hMPV) 

• Shigella spp

• Clostridium 
Difficile

• Campylobacter 
Jejuni

• Group A 
Streptococcus

• Hepatitis C
• HIV-1
• Non-typhoidal 

Salmonella
• S. Aureus
• Chlamydia
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https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/359172/9789240052451-eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://www.who.int/observatories/global-observatory-on-health-research-and-development/monitoring/who-review-of-bacterial-vaccines-in-development-for-priority-pathogens
https://www.who.int/observatories/global-observatory-on-health-research-and-development/monitoring/who-review-of-bacterial-vaccines-in-development-for-priority-pathogens
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Looking ahead: routine adult immunization programmes

• Over the last 50 years, EPI has become one of the greatest public health 
achievements in history.

• To date, adult immunization efforts in most LMICs and LICs have been limited to 
routine vaccination of pregnant women as part of ANC and mass vaccination 
efforts in response to public health emergencies.

• Now, with an intense focus on the role of prevention of chronic diseases in 
healthy ageing and a rapidly expanding pipeline of adult vaccines, there is an 
unprecedented opportunity to build on the success of existing adult 
immunization efforts.

• Urgent need to break down the artificial divide between efforts to encourage 
healthy lifestyles and those to encourage routine adult immunization. 

• Potential to look back 50 years from now at how Routine Adult Immunization 
programmes became a central pillar in adding productive and healthy years to 
societies at all income levels.

https://www.who.int/news/item/05-06-2025-vaccinating-at-every-age-is-key-to-unlocking-the-full-potential-of-immunization 

https://www.who.int/news/item/05-06-2025-vaccinating-at-every-age-is-key-to-unlocking-the-full-potential-of-immunization
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Thank you 
avilajeliu@who.int
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